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4103 Ley 4/2015, de 24 de marzo, del Patrimonio Natural de Castilla y Ledn.
La consejeria competente en materia de conservacion del patrimonio natural velara
porque en la RANP exista una adecuada representacion de las areas naturales donde

concurran alguno de los siguientes objetivos:
h) Mantengan una adecuada representacion, en estado favorable de conservacion, de
los habitats naturales y de las especies de interés comunitario y de aquellas que deban ser
objeto de medidas de conservacion especiales, coadyuvando a la conectividad ecologica.
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fatiralcs 6. Se velara por el mantenimiento de la conectividad de las poblaciones de la flora y

fauna silvestre.

4. Los proyecios y acuerdos de concentracion parcelaria que dan lugar a las nuevas
fincas de reemplazo, asi como sus infraestructuras asociadas, deberan disefiarse de
manera que, en la medida de lo posible, se garantice la conservacion de los elementos
naturales y culturales tradicionales que vertebran el paisaje y la conectividad, |a diversidad
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3.2.2. Natura 2000 Network Director Plan (proposal)

The proposal of this plan (yet to be officially approved) describes the strategies and
measures to be adopted for the adequate impls ation and gement of Natura 2000
network in the region of Castile and Ledn. It includes a specific objective regarding landscape
connectivity. Implementation and management of the protected areas should be aimed at
avoiding habitat loss and fragmentation and at guaranteeing overall landscape connectivity.
The plan enhances the importance of protecting corridors and of establishing technical and
administrative mechanisms to guarantee the Natura 2000 network connectivity and
coherence. The plan includes the possibility of modifications or enlargements of the
delimitation of Natura 2000 sites in order to guarantee the network coherence and

connectivity.




3.2.5. Management Plans for the Natura 2000 network and other protected areas

Several Natura 2000 Management Plans include connectivity measures in accordance with
the policy and broader planning framework reviewed above. Castile and Le6n has approved
some Nature 2000 Management Plans that include connectivity issues. The guidelines in the
Natura 2000 Management Plan approved in 2010 for the Canal de Castilla Wetlands aim at
promoting ecological connectivity to prevent biodiversity loss and to enhance species
dispersal and gene flow. The Natura 2000 Management Plan for Alto Sil (approved in 2013)
includes the definition of landscape areas acting as connectors for the different species and
habitats, particularly for the brown bear and capercaillie (endangered species for which
connectivity is a serious concern). In addition, the Plan includes the identification of
elements contributing to fragmentation and linear infrastructures that may act as barriers to
species dispersal.

Several Natural Resources Management Plans (NRMP) for protected areas also include
measures to maintain and enhance connectivity. For example, the NRMP of Babia and Luna
(approved in 2014) includes measures to restore and enhance connectivity within and
around the protected area, as well as specific actions to be conducted regarding ecological
corridors. Similar measures and actions are covered in the NRMP of Guadarrama, which
moreover includes the identification of potential fragmentation processes within the
protected area. The NRMPs for Hoces de Alto Ebro y Rudrén and for Lagunas Glaciares de
Neila both emphasize the need to protect riparian vegetation and hedgerows because of
their role as biological corridors.

Other NRMPs and Natura 2000 Management Plans being currently under development are
likely to include some measures or guidelines related to connectivity, such as those for
Covalagua y las Tuerces, for Sabinares de Arlanza, and for Cafion del Rio Lobos. Finally, the
declaration of some of the Natura 2000 sites has taken into account their key potential role
as connectivity providers among other Natura 2000 sites and forest areas, such as the
riparian Site of Community Importance Riberas de Duero y Afluentes.
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082 Medidas para asegurar la conectividad entre poblaciones
1 Estudio regional de andlisis de la efectividad de los pasos de fauna en grandes infraestructuras
2 Correccion y/o perrr ilizacion de para la fauna
3 Restauracion de areas degradadas para favorecer la expansion de especies amenazadas
4 Generacion de corredores ecolégicos para favorecer la expansion de especies amenazadas

5 Criterios para mejorar la permeabilidad y reducir la mortalidad de fauna en el disefio de
infraestructuras

6 Andlisis de corredores ecoldgicos de conectividad entre los Espacios Protegidos Red Natura 2000

7 Andlisis de areas de elevada conectividad entre los Espacios Protegidos Red Natura 2000

8 Andlisis de areas de elevada fragmentacion e identificacion de medidas correctoras

9 Construccién de pasos de fauna especificos para macro-mamiferos

10 Adecuacion de obras de drenaje transversal como pasos de fauna para anfibios, reptiles, micro y
meso mamiferos

11 Gestién preventiva mediante la aplicacion del sistema de informes Red Natura 2000
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3.2.3. Conceptual Basis for Biodiversity Conservation in Nature 2000 Network

This document highlights the importance of a coherent and connected network of natural
areas that should be embedded in a per ble landscape matrix. The document promotes
conservation policies beyond the protected areas themselves to preserve landscape
functionality and highlights the integration of Natura 2000 network in land-use planning
policies. The document also covers the importance of enhancing the connectivity of flora
and fauna refuges within Nature 2000 network in order to preserve a number of species of
particular conservation value.

3.2.4. Regional Analysis of Habitat Connectivity in Natura 2000 Network

This document prioritizes Natura 2000 sites based on their singularity and conservation
status together with some aspects regarding their contribution to connectivity such as
habitat continuity and structural connections with other natural areas. The study identifies
elements (linear transport infrastructures and dams) that may interrupt such habitat
continuity or connectivity in the landscape (structural connectivity). The study also includes
an assessment of landscape elements that are considered to be able to act as natural
corridors: rivers, riparian forests, island forests, hedgerows, etc. In addition, the document
establishes the principles for the management of Natura 2000 sites regarding connectivity;
measures include the specific design of a corridor network, beyond the solely natural or
structural corridors that have been taken into account so far in the region. This corridor
network would be a starting point for the management of the Natura 2000 network and for
the establishment and adoption of follow up proposals for control measures of land-use
planning to maintain corridors viability.
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Pilot analysis of the connectivity of the Natura 2000 forest
sites to guide forest conservation and restoration

Inthe contest of the
“Framework contract for the provsion of forest data and

reference N* 388432 sigred by the Comemis:
and the Contractor on 12/12/2012

Final report
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e WL Sectors of least cost poths located alomp riversebes {up b o distance of 500 m from
v lnes) anc the rest of the leost cost paths between Noturo 2000 forest ntes i Costie ond
obout 18% of ‘ondLede of the
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Connectivity of the Natura 2000 network is crucial for biodiversity conservation and for the
provision of ecosystem services in Europe. The need for ensuring the ecological coherence
and connectivity of Natura 2000 forest sites, and of the forest habitats of Community
interest, is widely recognized and is a key part of the new EU Forest Strategy (2013), the
Green Infrastructure Strategy (2012) and the European Biodiversity Strategy to 2020.
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The results of the analyses show a good structural connectivity of the Natura 2000 network
in Castile and Ledn, mainly due to the designation of many riparian Natura 2000 sites in
continuity with other forest sites.

Regarding potential threats to connectivity, the effects of roads and fires on the connectivity
of the Natura 2000 network were strongly dependent on species dispersal abilities, with the
more mobile species being less affected by these impacts. The impacts of fires on
connectivity were in general much lower than those of transport infrastructure for all
ecoprofiles. The same conclusion was confirmed when identifying the set of corridors (least
cost paths) that were negatively impacted by roads and fires. In the case of transport
infrastructure, this latter analysis allowed to identify a set of road locations where
defragmentation and permeabilisation measures would be more beneficial for enhancing
functional connectivity of the Natura 2000 network.

First, the results highlight the importance of two elements of the green infrastructure in the
region: forests of public utility and riversides. The areas traversed by the least cost paths
included forests of public utility and riversides in a much higher proportion than their actual
availability in the landscape, indicating that these elements are positively selected
(preferred) when identifying potential functional connections in the region. This finding is of
considerable management importance because forests of public utility and riversides are
areas in which the implementation of measures to conserve or restore connectivity would
be more feasible. The synergies with already existing planning tools and regulations in these
areas represent a large opportunity for an effective management and implementation of
corridors, particularly considering that forests of public utility and riversides cover a large
proportion of all the identified pathways through the landscapes outside the Natura 2000
network. Livestock trails (cattle ways) were not however so positively selected in the
pathways identified between Natura 2000 sites, which suggests that some of these trails
may be relatively degraded and may need from restoration measures to provide a more
significant contribution to the functional connectivity of the Natura 2000 network.
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Prioridad C: aumentar las
inversiones en Natura 2000 y
mejorar las sinergias con los

instrumentos de financiacién

de ta UE

€l cantrol de la adecuacin identificé la escaser

para la implementacién. Por consiguiente, el
Plan de accién aspira a mejorar o uso de los
fondas de La UE disponibles y a aumentar el
atractivo de L maturaleza para L inversidn
privada.

s planificacién fnanciera pluriancal
para Natura 2000 mediante La
actualizackin de sus Marcos de Accibn
Prioritaria (MAP).
B) Proponer un aumento del 10 % del Elsland
proyectos de apoyo a la comservacién
ayuda través de Integrada, incluyends n uso mas eficaz
gfobal de dicho programa. Laimnovacién y transferencia de disponibles.
2 d
que
9. Fomentar -
a politica agicola comin, incluyendo la 10. Ofiecer mayor informacién sobre las ‘Zonas Natura 2000; apoyar proyectes
Lanaturalera a travis de La politica de

n el marco de Natura 2000 y Las medidas: de cohesiény mejorar Las sinergias.
agroambientalesy climiticas, el desarrolle 11 Mejor
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